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 POLITICAL SCIENCE 2316.002 
 American and Texas Government 
 Spring, 2023 

MW 12:00-12:50 PM 
 
Prof. Richard S. Ruderman  Office Hours: W 10-11:30am 
Office: Wooten 133 and on Zoom R. 10-11:30am  
Class Meets: WH 215 (and by appointment) 
 

“I	don't	like	that	man.	I	must	get	to	know	him	better.”	-	Abraham	Lincoln	
 
email: Richard.Ruderman@unt.edu (I generally answer promptly, except on Friday evenings and 
Saturdays). Be sure to give your message a class-related title (so I’ll open it) and clearly identify 
yourself in the message (otherwise I won’t respond to it). Best way to reach me!   
 
Current events: Check out Axios News (for a decent, relatively unbiased news source); Pew 
Research (for American attitudes toward all things political); and Real Clear Politics (for a daily 
round-up of the best liberal and conservative opinion pieces, with a few of their own).  
 
Purpose of Course:  
This course seeks to introduce you to various aspects of American and Texas government.  It 
consists of three main sections:  
 
--First, we consider the philosophy of government in general and of the American Constitution in 
particular. This requires a consideration of human nature: are humans by nature social? Do they 
require laws? Why? What is the purpose of government?   

 
--Second, we will discuss the U.S. and Texas Constitutions, different types of democracies, and 
the meanings of liberalism and federalism.   
 
--Third—and this is the majority of the course—we look at the major institutions of American 
government, including the legislative, executive, administrative, and judicial branches of U.S. 
government. Here, we will also examine civil rights and civil liberties, which are to be protected 
by liberal democratic government as a whole.   
 
Required Texts:  
Your textbook is an open-source textbook titled American Government 3rd Edition available 
through the library and this weblink: https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/318 
 
Kessler, Charles, ed. The Federalist Papers. ISBN 978045152881 
 
Eshbaugh-Soha, ed. PSCI 2306 Workbook (note this is an online, digital text; purchase through 
the Assignments tab in Canvas; click on “Ch. 1”)   
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If you do not acquire access to the course materials (including most of the assignments) in a 
timely fashion, your grade may be irreparably harmed.  
 
Technical Support: Neither the instructor nor the teaching assistants are technical support 
resources. If you experience any kind of technical problem, please contact:  
 
Student Helpdesk: UIT Helpdesk; Sage Hall 130; 940-565-2324; helpdesk@unt.edu  
 
If you are having difficulty with the Soomo textbook, please contact the publisher directly.  
Please note: If you experience a loss of internet connection, WIFI signal, or your browser freezes 
up on you during an assignment or exam, you must contact the UNT resources first, then send us 
an email with the problem you experienced and how you’re addressing it. Technical difficulties 
do not guarantee that time on assignments or exams will be extended.  

Extra Credit Opportunities:  

Attending these Morris Society talks—and scoring 60% or better on the Quiz following them—
will get you an additional point (per talk) toward your final grade:  

Ø Professor Dana Stauffer (UT-Austin) will speak on “Tocqueville’s View of America”; T. 
March 7th, 4-5:30 p.m. Location TBD, probably in Willis Library.  

Ø Professor Michael Zuckert (Notre Dame, Emeritus) will speak on Lincoln; R. April 20th, 
4-5:30 p.m. Location TBD.  

 
Course Format and Requirements:  
The course requires careful reading of selected chapters of the textbooks along with occasional 
video and photocopied supplements.  Classes will be a combination of lecture and discussion.  
Please read all assignments before each class so that you will be prepared to discuss them.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTES:   

(1) You are responsible for your own education. You will have to ensure that you attend 
classes (note the Participation grade), take adequate notes (or arrange to have others take 
notes when you must miss a class), submit assignments when they are due, and arrive on 
time (even online) for all exams.   

 
(2) All work submitted for this course must be your own. If you submit copied, plagiarized 

or AI-generated work, you will receive an “F” for the entire course and I will refer the 
case to the appropriate university authorities.   

 
(3) Please keep all disruptions to a minimum: don’t come late to class or leave early.   

 
(4) I make disability accommodations. Students requesting a disability accommodation 

should do so by the fourth class period and provide appropriate documentation.  
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(5) As politics is essentially about conflict, it is important for you to experience some of it. It 
is thus invaluable for you to attend classes, listen to me and to your colleagues, and to 
engage in our ongoing discussion. I may not always give trigger warnings. Everyone is 
expected to discuss such controversial issues as mature adults (see Lincoln’s comment at 
the top!).  

 
(6) I know class meets during lunchtime, but: I permit drinking (sodas, coffee, tea, water) in 

class but EATING is NOT permitted (the noise and smells are very distracting).   
 

(7) Please ensure that all cell phones are turned OFF for the duration of each class period.  
They are extremely distracting to me and to your colleagues.   

 
(8) There will be two possible extra credit assignments. Details above.  

 
(9) If you are having any difficulties, please see one of us AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

Otherwise, it will be too late for us to help you.  
 

Your course grade will be calculated as follows:  
 
Participation          10%  
Workbook assignments (lowest one dropped)     15% 

 Term Paper:          15% 
two midterm exams        40% 
non-comprehensive final examination (W. May 10; 9am-6pm; online) 20%    

 
ALL tests and ALL BUT ONE of the assignments must be completed to pass this course. (You 
may elect not to hand in any ONE of the workbook assignments. But you may prefer to do them 
all and have me DROP the lowest grade. If you do not hand in an assignment, I will count ALL 
assignment grades.) All unsubmitted assignments beyond the first will receive a zero. Workbook 
assignments should be submitted by NOON on the day they are due (generally Monday); they 
will be accepted as late until 5 PM the next day, but will be penalized 50%.     
 
Workbook Assignments: Each workbook chapter consists of four mini-essays that explore some 
facet of the topic of the module, and the essays are followed by questions (usually multiple 
choice, but sometimes a “poll” (where you can see the summary results of the class) or a short 
answer question). You can reset and repeat the questions until you get them all correct, so you 
should aim to get a perfect score on the multiple-choice questions! An “assignment” involves 
completing all of the questions for all four essays. There are 9 workbook assignments. The 
lowest grade gets dropped, so the highest 8 will constitute 15% of your final grade. (Workbook 
assignments are due at 12 PM noon—so that you will have read the chapter by class!) 
   
The two online Midterms will be 50 minutes in length and will contain 25 multiple-choice 
questions. The first will cover the first third of the course, the second will cover the second third. 
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The Final Exam will have the same format and will cover the final third (not all) of the course.   
 
Grades are based on the standard grading scale, with standard “rounding up”: A = 89.5-100, B = 
79.5-89.4, C = 69.5-79.4, etc. I will post the grades to Blackboard a day or two after the exam. I 
will not reveal grades by phone or email so do not ask. I do not change exam grades unless I 
make a recording or computational error. In addition, I do not return exams. If you wish to 
review your exam, please drop by during office hours before the next exam.   
 
Make-up exams can be given only in the event of a university-excused absence or at the 
discretion of the professor. You must inform me, either in person or by email, of the reason for 
your absence prior to or within 48 hours after the exam. If your documentation supports your 
case, I may permit the taking of a make-up exam. ***All make up exams will be taken in the 
hour following the Final Exam and will consist of 50 multiple-choice questions to be answered 
in one hour.  
 
***Exams will cover material from class lectures and linked articles (approx. 50%), workbook 
(25%), and from the textbook/Federalist Papers (25%). Use the class lectures to learn the basic 
and the most important ideas. Use the textbooks to supply important technical information.   
 
PLEASE NOTE: Doing well on assignments can give you a false sense of security. Remember 
that you will NOT have your workbook or textbook with you to look at during the exams!!  
 
If you do poorly on an assignment, please come see me as soon as possible: students often make 
the mistake of thinking that (a) the problem will correct itself or (b) the professor is out to get 
them. Both assumptions are wrong! You may contact me by email if you wish but you should be 
aware that in-person discussions during office hours are the most productive way of addressing 
problems. Assignments to be re-graded must include a memo stating the reason why you believe 
the assignment should be re-graded. Finally, re-graded assignments can be graded higher, lower, 
or the same as the initial grade. 
 
 
 Tentative Class Schedule (can be changed at my discretion) 

(AG=OpenStax American Government 3e; WB=PSCI Workbook; FP=Federalist Papers) 
(NOTE: the Workbook chapters are under the Assignments tab—because you must answer 

questions on the material as you read)  
 
W. Jan. 18: Introduction: American Government Today: Success, Failure or Split-Decision?  

--PLEASE READ two short articles on the recent struggle over GOP House Speaker 
 
M. Jan. 23: What is Democratic Government? 
 --READ: AG, Ch. 1 
 
W. Jan. 25: The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution 
 --READ: AG, Ch. 2; Appendix A (Declaration) and B (Constitution)  
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M. Jan. 30/Wed. Feb. 1: The Constitutional Structure & Its Progressive Critics 
 --READ: WB, Ch. 1: Woodrow Wilson and Herbert Croly essays [links provided]: Who  

 represents the People? And should government represent people’s interests or “vision”?   
 
M. Feb. 6: The Federalist on Constitutionalism  
 --READ: FP #1, 6, 9 
 
W. Feb. 8: Federalism  
 --READ: AG, Ch. 3 
 
M. Feb. 13: Federalism  
 --READ: WB, Ch. 2 
 
W. Feb. 15: The Federalist on Federalism: For Diversity  
 --READ: FP #10 
 
M. Feb. 20: The Federalist on Federalism: A Nation of States?  
 --READ: FP #14, 23, 39 
 
W. Feb. 22: Midterm Exam #1 (online)  
 
M. Feb. 27/W. Mar. 1: Civil Liberties 
 --READ: AG, Ch. 4 (and **Appendix E); WB, Ch. 3 
 
M. Mar. 6/W. Mar. 8: Civil Rights 
 --READ: AG, Ch. 5 (and **Appendix E); WB, Ch. 4 
 --Draft for Term Paper due W. March 8 
  
M. Mar.13/W. Mar. 15: SPRING BREAK  
 
 
M. Mar. 20: The Keys to the Structure of Constitutional Government: Separation of Powers and 
Checks and Balances:  
 --READ: FP #47, 48, 51 
 
W. Mar. 22: Congress 
 --READ: AG, Ch. 11 
 
M. Mar. 27: Congress 
 --READ: WB, Ch. 5 
 
W. Mar. 29: Federalist on Congress 
 --READ: FP #55-56 (House), 62-63 (Senate) 
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M. Apr. 3/W. Apr. 5: Presidency 
 --READ: AG, Ch. 12; WB, Ch. 6 
 
M. Apr. 10: The Federalist on the Presidency 
 --READ: FP #70, 72, 73 
 
W. Apr. 12: Midterm Exam #2 (covers M. Mar. 20-M. Apr. 10 only: Civil Rights and 
Liberties will be on the Final Exam!)  
 
M. Apr. 17/W. Apr. 19: Judiciary  
 --READ: AG, Ch. 13; WB, Ch. 17; FP #78 
 
Sunday, April 23: Term Paper DUE  
 
M. Apr. 24/W. Apr. 26: Bureaucracy  
 --READ: AG, Ch. 15; WB, Ch. 8; FP #15 
 
M. May 1: State and Local Government  
 --READ: AG, Ch. 14  
 
W. May 3: Conclusion and Review  
 
W. May 10: FINAL EXAM (online: noon-6pm)   
 

Policies 

Americans with Disabilities Act Statement: The University of North Texas makes reasonable 
academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable 
accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their 
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation 
letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a 
course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of 
reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 
delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable 
accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the 
authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the 
privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access 
website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.  

Academic Misconduct: Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards 
for Academic Integrity. Any suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in 
accordance with the University Policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties range from a 
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verbal or written admonition to a grade of “F” in the course. Further sanctions may apply to 
incidents involving major violations. Policy and procedures are here.  

Emergency Notification & Procedures: UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly 
notify you with critical information in an event of emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus 
closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). The 
system sends voice messages (and text messages upon permission) to the phones of all active 
faculty staff, and students. Please make certain to update your phone numbers at my.unt.edu. 
Some helpful emergency preparedness actions include: 1) ensuring you know the evacuation 
routes and severe weather shelter areas, determining how you will contact family and friends if 
phones are temporarily unavailable, and identifying where you will go if you need to evacuate 
the Denton area suddenly. In the event of a university closure, your instructor will communicate 
with you through Canvas regarding assignments, exams, field trips, and other items that may be 
impacted by the closure.  

Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to 
conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not 
be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will 
be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for 
Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code 
of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional 
forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. 
The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr. In short, please be considerate 
of others.  

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault: The University has procedures in place that 
aim to be aware of the needs of those who make an institutional report of sexual assault, 
domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Procedures include informing individuals about 
their right to file criminal charges as well as the availability of counseling, health, mental health, 
victim advocacy, legal assistance, visa and immigration assistance and other services on and/or 
off campus, as well as additional remedies to prevent contact between a complainant and a 
respondent, such as housing, academic, transportation and working accommodations, if 
reasonably available. The University will make such accommodations, if the victim requests 
them and if they are reasonably available, regardless of whether the complainant chooses to 
report the crime to the UNTPD or local law enforcement.  

Anyone can report prohibited conduct by notifying the Dean of Students Office (940.565.2648), 
the Title IX Coordinator (940.565.2759) or the UNT Police Department (940.565.3000). The 
online reporting form is found at http://report.unt.edu.  

Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses  

Federal Regulation  
To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking 
online courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website. The specific 
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portion concerning distance education courses is located at "Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph 
(f)(6)(i)(G)” and can be found buried within this document.  
The paragraph reads: 
(G) For F–1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the 
equivalent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be 
counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through 
distance education and does not require the student's physical attendance for classes, examination 
or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is a 
course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or computer transmission 
including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or 
computer conferencing. If the F–1 student's course of study is in a language study program, no 
on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student's full course of 
study requirement.  

University of North Texas Compliance  

To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need 
to engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must 
be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus 
exam, participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience 
integral to the completion of this course.  

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following:  

(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within 
one week of the start of the course. 
(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with 
a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office. ISSS has a form available 
that you may use for this purpose.  

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure 
about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he 
should contact the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565- 
2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline.  
Important dates to remember:  
January 18: Class begins 
January 25: Inform instructor by this date that you will have an absence due to a religious 
observance. 
January 31: Beginning this date, a student who wishes to drop a course must complete the drop 
process by submitting an online drop form to the Office of the Registrar (grade of W). 
February 24: Last day for change in pass/no pass status 
April 7: Last day for a student to drop a course (student receives W) 
April 8: Student who qualifies (75% complete and passing) may request an Incomplete, with a 
grade of I. 
May 5: Reading Day (no classes)/May 6-12: Finals week/May 12: Term ends. 
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